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Dear Parents and Carers,

| had intended to write to you just once today about an exciting change we are introducing for
September, but the extreme heat has meant that | have already written to you earlier in the day.

Following a detailed review of our school day, we have identified an opportunity to further improve
the quality of our pupils' and students’ learning experience and the wider opportunities available to
them throughout the school day. We will therefore be introducing a revised structure that we believe
will bring a number of benefits for our pupils and students, both academically and socially.

The revised school day has been designed to make the most effective use of learning time while
enhancing the wider opportunities available to pupils/students, and will provide several key benefits
including:

e  The removal of the split Period 4 lesson for Year 7 pupils, providing a more consistent learning
experience and helping them to settle into secondary school routines more effectively.

¢ Reduced disruption to teaching and learning, as all pupils/students will now have lunch at the
same time. Currently, some lessons take place while other pupils/students are moving to and
from lunch. By aligning lunch breaks across the school, lessons can take place in a more settled
environment, maximising the time available for learning.

e Alonger lunch break, giving pupils/students more time to eat, relax, socialise with friends and
prepare for their afternoon lessons.

e Greater opportunities to participate in clubs, activities and enrichment programmes, as the
extended lunchtime will allow us to expand our offer and encourage wider participation.

During lunch, Year 7 will be given initial priority followed by Year 11 — who may have GCSE-related
interventions to attend. Years 8-10 will be on a weekly rotation during lunch. Years 12-13 will

continue to share their separate canteen facilities in the Sixth Form.

The new structure of the school day will be:

‘ Time || Session |
‘ 8.35am -8.55am H Tutor Time ’
| 855am-9.55am || Period 1 |
‘ 9.55am —-10.55 am H Period 2 ‘
| 1055am-11.15am | Break |
| 1115am-12.15pm | Period 3 |
| 1215pm-115pm | Period 4 ]
‘ 1.15 pm —2.05 pm H Lunch ‘
‘ 2.05 pm —3.05 pm H Period 5 ‘

The school day will continue to begin at 8.35 am and finish at 3.05 pm, meaning there is no change
to the overall length of the school day.



We intend to make this change for the final two weeks of the summer term, that is from Monday 6
July 2026, to give our existing pupils and students the experience of the new timings before
September.

Thank you for your continued support. We are excited about the opportunities these changes will
bring in September.

Yours sincerely,
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John Edwards
Headteacher



