
Dear Parent/Carer, 

I am writing to you as your child is now part of the Year 11 cohort of the Hospitality & Catering pupils 
who are embarking on their FINAL Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) work in their lessons from 
September to December.   

The exam paper (external component) is worth 40% of the overall grading and this exam paper will be 
sat in June 2026. The final date is to be confirmed. 

I am writing to remind you of the important months ahead for our subject.  The NEA that we will be 
starting week commencing 6th of October 2025, contributes to 60% of the pupils’ qualification. The 
structure of the assessment is based upon a detailed question provided to the pupils known as the 
“brief” or “scenario”.  The pupils must analyse the brief against set criteria within a 9-hour time frame 
under strict exam conditions using computer software to present their evidence of a chosen menu with 
justification. The pupils cook their choice of dishes in a three-hour time frame.  The menu must contain 
two dishes (sides & accompaniments optional if they need to upskill).  Please note, that specific dates 
are to be allocated for the practical component and all information will be shared via Go 4 Schools. 

During the nine-hour element, pupils must work independently using their gained knowledge for the 
first two hours. They are only allowed a specific knowledge source e.g. generic resources, no modelled 
answers/resources, in line with the WJEC/JCQ requirements for the last 7 hours. Teacher guidance is 
not permitted at all once the final brief/scenario has been given to the pupils.  It is not possible to resit 
this component if deadlines are missed, or pupils are regularly absent. 

I am aware of the KS4 workload and balancing all subject demands. If a pupil requires more support, 
we offer time before and after school, a pupil just needs to book in.  This has been offered since the 
start of their course.  All of the relevant documents are all available on the pupil shared area, via, SPS 
net, Food, KS4 folder and Teams under vocational courses.   We have previously sent out a link to the 
recommended revision book and are delighted with how many pupils have taken the opportunity to 
purchase this.  Should you need the link again, please contact us via email. 

If you have any financial concerns for the NEA, please do not hesitate to contact myself, Mrs M. Cooper, 
or Mr J Edwards, Headteacher, in the strictest of confidence.   

Thank you for your ongoing support in your child’s studies. 

Best Wishes 

 

Mrs M Cooper and Mrs N Welch. 


