September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

As your child begins Year 8, we are delighted to continue supporting their journey through Key Stage
3. Year 8 is animportant stage where pupils build on the foundations established in Year 7, developing
greater independence, resilience, and maturity in their learning. They will be encouraged to take more
responsibility for their studies, deepen their subject knowledge, and further explore their own
creativity and curiosity across the curriculum.

Below is an outline of what your child will be studying in each subject this year:

Art & Design

Pupils explore two main themes: Portraiture and Environment. They will refine their observational
drawing skills by studying the form and proportions of the face as well as the structure of spaces.
Pupils experiment with a wide range of tones, approaches, and materials, while studying artists from
different eras and cultures to broaden their understanding. They are encouraged to evaluate their
own work and give thoughtful responses to the work of others.

CPE

Pupils continue to develop their spiritual, moral, and cultural understanding across three strands:
Relationships, Health and Wellbeing, and Living in the Wider World. Topics include personal safety,
mindfulness, positive mental health, vaping, cancer awareness, teen pregnancy, financial education,
career pathways, employability, stereotypes and prejudice, internet safety, body image, extremism,
and British Values.

Digital Literacy

Pupils learn essential skills to confidently and responsibly use digital technologies. Digital Literacy in
Key Stage 3 covers fundamental computer and software use, effective online research, mulitmedia
content creation, and understanding online safety and privacy. Our curriculum also emphasizes ethical
and legal issues, such as copyright and digital citizenship, which serves to prepare our pupils with the
skills to navigate the digital world critically and safely. Through practical projects and assessments,
such as website development, games authoring and graphic design, pupils develop the knowledge and
habits needed for lifelong digital engagement across personal and professional contexts.

Design & Technology (Food, Resistant Materials & Textiles)

e  Food: Pupils design and prepare baked products while learning about ingredient functions, food
choice, and quality presentation. Independence and precision are key, and pupils are encouraged
to refine recipes at home.

e  Resistant Materials: Pupils design and make quality products through research and development,
considering sustainability, particularly around plastics. They extend their use of specialist tools
and IT software to create accurate and imaginative designs.

o  Textiles: Pupils research, design, and make a quality product for a specific target audience.

They apply more advanced techniques, problem-solve with independence, and focus on precision in
producing a functional prototype.

Drama

Pupils build on Year 7 by creating more believable, sustained characters. They experiment with
gesture, mime, projection, and expression while developing collaborative skills and leadership in
group work. By tackling a variety of topics, they expand their understanding of life and challenge
stereotypes through creative performances.



English

Pupils study a range of challenging texts, including poetry, drama, novels, and non-fiction from the
19th century to today. They refine their analytical skills, using subject-specific terminology with
precision. Writing tasks focus on independence, with pupils encouraged to edit and redraft to improve
creativity and accuracy.

Literacy
Pupils following the Literacy course continue to develop reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills.
They explore fiction, non-fiction, plays, and poetry, building vocabulary, grammar, and spelling.
Lessons complement the English curriculum while strengthening communication and personal
growth.

French & German

e  French: Pupils consolidate their skills through themes such as local area, lifestyle, holidays, and
leisure. They practise the four key skills while learning to write and understand longer passages
using more complex grammar and vocabulary.

e German: In their first year of German, pupils study topics such as family, school, free time, and
local area. They develop pronunciation, memorisation, and translation skills, while beginning to
construct longer written and spoken passages with justification.

Geography

Pupils deepen their understanding of physical and human geography, studying extreme weather,
globalisation, tourism, earthquakes, rivers, and food production. They refine geographical skills
(mapwork, ICT, data analysis, and enquiry), applying them to independent opinions and extended
written work.

History

Pupils study from the Renaissance through to the 19th century, including exploration, the Stuarts,
witchcraft, the English Civil War, the British Empire, and the transatlantic slave trade. They investigate
the power of monarchy, social change, and the significance of historical events, while working critically
with sources and interpretations.

Mathematics

Pupils extend their understanding of number, algebra, geometry, and probability. Topics include
ratios, percentages, prime factors, algebraic graphs, nth term, Pythagoras’ theorem, polygons, and
probability. They also construct with rulers and compasses, calculate complex areas and volumes, and
interpret statistical diagrams.

Music

Pupils develop further skills in performance, composition, and appraisal. They perform in solo and
ensemble contexts, improvise, compose in a variety of styles, and use notation to enhance their
understanding of musical dimensions. Listening activities focus on composers and genres from
different periods.

Physical Education

Pupils continue to build competence and confidence across a range of sports and physical activities.
They learn tactics and strategies in team and individual contexts, while developing an interest in
lifelong participation in exercise and healthy activity.

Reading

As part of our commitment to securing the best outcomes for all pupils, we have introduced dedicated
reading lessons into the Year 8 and 9 curriculum. Pupils now have one hour every fortnight timetabled
for reading using Sparx Reader. During these sessions, pupils also engage with a range of non-fiction



texts covering diverse and relevant topics, followed by class discussions designed to develop pupils’
oracy skills.

These lessons offer a wide range of benefits:

e Improved reading comprehension through exposure to varied texts.

¢ Enhanced vocabulary acquisition, supporting better expression and understanding.

e  Stronger literacy skills, which underpin success across all subjects.

e  Greater confidence in speaking and listening, thanks to structured discussion activities.

¢ Increased engagement with real-world topics, helping pupils connect learning to life beyond the
classroom.

By embedding reading into the curriculum in this way, we aim to foster a lifelong love of learning and
ensure pupils are well-equipped for academic success and future opportunities.

Resource Base Deaf Pupils

Pupils accessing the Resource Base receive additional tailored support, including targeted literacy and
numeracy, as well as speech and language therapy, auditory training, BSL, and mentoring where
appropriate.

Religious Studies

Pupils explore a range of religious, philosophical, and ethical issues. They study Judaism, Sikhism, and
Islam in depth, alongside philosophical questions around identity, science and religion, and ethical
debates such as Just War Theory and charity. Pupils are encouraged to form independent, reasoned
arguments.

Science

Pupils strengthen their independence in practical investigations, writing hypotheses, identifying
variables, and evaluating errors. They explore topics such as forces, sound, acids and alkalis, rocks,
magnets, organ systems, and ecology. Pupils apply mathematical skills (equations, graphs, best-fit
lines) and develop extended writing to organise scientific ideas logically.

We are confident that Year 8 will provide your child with exciting opportunities to grow both
academically and personally. With your continued support, we look forward to another successful and
rewarding year.

If further detail about the curriculum is needed, more information is provided in the subject
curriculum maps found on the school’s website.

Yours faithfully,
N T L DRAD

Nicola Welch
Deputy Headteacher i/c Teaching and Learning



