September 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

Year 11 is the culmination of Key Stage 4 and the final preparation year before post-16 study. Over
the coming months pupils will consolidate prior learning, complete non-exam assessments (where
applicable) and refine their revision routines ahead of the summer examinations. Our focus is to
support every student to work independently, act on feedback, and balance wellbeing with purposeful
preparation.

Below is an outline of what your child will study this year, subject by subject.

Art & Design (GCSE)

Students complete two units: A personal portfolio (60%) and an externally set assignment (40%). The
portfolio spans drawing/painting, ceramics, print-making and mixed media, largely developed in A3
sketchbooks and informed by historical and contemporary artists, leading to outcomes in 2D and 3D.
In January of Year 11 the exam board releases ESA themes; pupils develop a fresh sketchbook until
late April, then complete a 10-hour supervised practical to produce final outcomes. Work is internally
marked in May and externally moderated in June.

Biology (GCSE AQA)

Topics include Cell Biology, Organisation, Infection, Homeostasis and Ecology. There is no coursework;
pupils complete the required practicals and must be able to plan, carry out and evaluate them.
Business Studies (Cambridge National: Enterprise & Marketing)

Year 11 covers R0O67 Enterprise & Marketing Concepts (exam) — fundamentals such as customer
needs, market research, pricing, product development and business finance — and R069 Market and
Pitch a Product (coursework), where students design a product proposal, create
branding/promotional materials and deliver a business pitch, strengthening creativity, planning and
communication.

Chemistry (GCSE)

Key content includes The Atom, Chemical Changes, Organic Chemistry and Chemistry of the
Atmosphere. Students complete required practicals and are expected to plan, execute and evaluate
investigations.

Child Development (NCFE: L1/2 Technical Award)

Focus areas: Expectations of the early years practitioner; roles and responsibilities in settings; the
importance of observations; and planning in early years childcare. Preparation for both the NEA and
written examination (each 50%) is prioritised. After-school support sessions are offered and
attendance is strongly encouraged.

Computer Science (GCSE)

Pupils deepen their understanding of how computer technology works, building critical thinking,
analysis and problem-solving. In addition to programming, they explore what happens “behind the
scenes” in software and hardware systems.

CPE

Themes: Relationships; Health & Wellbeing; Living in the Wider World. Topics include bullying and
body shaming; relationships and consent; sexual abuse and safe sex (including chem sex); break-ups
and happiness; animal rights, pollution and sustainability; multiculturalism and extremism; the Dark



Web and cybercrime; study skills and employability; identity, diversity and privilege; body positivity
and reproductive health; first aid; perseverance, sleep, addiction and digital footprints.

Creative iMedia (Cambridge National)

Students apply creative ICT across web design, digital artwork/graphics and multimedia (video, audio,
animation, image and text). They work through the full product life cycle — research, planning,
implementation and review — responding to commissions and producing original solutions.

Design & Technology: Resistant Materials (GCSE)

Autumn and spring are dedicated to the NEA (50%), begun in June of Year 10. Weekly Tuesday after-
school sessions provide targeted support for portfolios and practical outcomes; attendance is strongly
recommended. Alongside NEA completion (by February half-term), pupils revisit Year 10 theory and
study specialist technical principles. Preparation then focuses on the two-hour written paper (50%),
covering core/specialist technical principles and designing/making principles, practised extensively in
class and at home. The mock uses the summer paper from that year; a comprehensive revision list is
issued in September. (After NEA, Tuesday sessions switch to exam preparation.)

Design & Technology: Textiles (GCSE)

As above: NEA completion and support sessions in autumn/spring; theory consolidation and specialist
principles; then focused exam preparation for the two-hour written paper (50%) with extensive
practice and revision resources.

Drama (GCSE)

Students prepare and perform sections from a play text to an audience, refining vocal and physical
skills to create convincing characters and exploring context and playwright intentions. They attend live
theatre and evaluate performances (their own and others). Alongside practical work, students prepare
for the written paper on An Inspector Calls and a response to live theatre.

English Language (GCSE)

Pupils study non-fiction and literary extracts from different periods, developing analysis of
language/structure, summary and evaluation skills, and clear, effective, imaginative writing and
speaking. The Year 11 mock focuses on Paper 2 (50% of the course), assessing comparative reading
and writing to express a viewpoint.

English Literature (GCSE)

Texts include Romeo and Juliet (studied in Year 11) and set texts from Year 10, including An Inspector
Calls and the Love & Relationships anthology. Pupils practise analytical, comparative and contextual
responses. The Year 11 mock covers An Inspector Calls and Romeo and Juliet (approximately 50% of
the course).

French (GCSE)

Listening, speaking, reading and writing continue to develop through topics such as neighbourhood,
the environment and future plans. Pupils use language creatively in real-life contexts, strengthening
grammar and cultural understanding.

Geography (GCSE AQA)

Preparation begins for Paper 3: Geographical Applications (30%), using primary fieldwork data (Human
and Physical) to analyse questions, draw conclusions and link to theory. Pupils also practise analysis
of secondary data and the issue evaluation. Knowledge from Year 10 Paper 1 and Paper 2 topics is
reviewed and extended; pupils will sit full practice papers for each component across the year.



German (GCSE)

Skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing are developed through topics including holidays, the
environment and future plans. Creativity, grammatical accuracy and cultural awareness underpin
progress.

Health & Fitness (NCFE: L1/2 Technical Award)

Students work toward the synoptic project (60%), creating and applying lifestyle analysis tools and
designing a fitness programme to meet specific goals. Body systems, principles of training and short-
/long-term responses to exercise remain central.

Health & Social Care

Two units: R032 (exam) — rights, person-centred values, qualities of a carer, communication, and
safety/security in settings (mock in Year 11; formal exam at the end of the year); and R034 Creative &
Therapeutic Activities — practised and assessed as coursework in the second term.

History (GCSE)

Students complete the final two units: An Early Modern depth study with a historical site and Conflict
and Tension 1918-1939. Each unit is 25% of the GCSE. Pupils evaluate sources, analyse
change/continuity and write extended responses on causation and significance. Regular review of Year
10 units (Medicine and Germany) continues. The December mock comprised full papers on both Year
10 units; a further mock later in the term assesses Conflict and Tension.

Hospitality & Catering (WJEC L1/2 Award)

Certification combines the written paper and NEA. Pupils apply knowledge from Years 10-11: industry
structures (kitchen brigade/Front of House), working conditions, operational standards, factors
behind provider success, and food-related ill health and prevention. Practically, pupils produce
detailed dovetailed plans; carry out complex technical skills with safe, efficient equipment use; and
present high-quality, well-styled dishes.

Mathematics (GCSE)

Building on KS3/Year 10, pupils further develop fluency, reasoning and problem-solving across
number, algebra, ratio & proportion, geometry & measures, statistics and probability. Teaching groups
reflect learning needs with high expectations for all; pupils learn to select and apply methods, and to
communicate mathematics clearly in appropriate forms.

Media Studies (GCSE)

Students complete the Non-Exam Assessment (Component 3, 30%) — researching, planning and
producing a media product to an exam-board brief. They finish set texts for Component 1 (40%) and
begin Component 2 (30%), consolidating representation, narrative, genre and audience. The report
exam grade reflects the Component 2 mock taken in December.

Music (GCSE)

Year 11 completes: Performing (one solo, one ensemble), Composing (two pieces: one set-brief, one
free/brief-led), and Appraising (1h45 listening/dictation/extended response). The mock focused on
the Appraising paper and set works; pupils identify musical devices, apply theory and evaluate
composers’ success.

PE (GCSE)

Students study exercise physiology and socio-cultural issues alongside performance analysis. They
participate in a range of activities and learn to evaluate performance and plan for improvement,
supporting healthy, active lifestyles.



Physical Education (Core — non-exam)

All pupils continue a broad programme of team and individual activities to develop skills, fitness,
tactics and enjoyment. Boys: football, rugby, swimming, basketball, badminton, softball and cricket.
Girls: boxercise, circuit training, water aerobics, tag rugby, dodgeball, netball, hockey, badminton and
rounders.

Physics (GCSE)
Topics include Energy, Electricity, Forces, Waves and Magnetism. Students complete required
practicals and must learn the set Physics equations (not provided in the exam).

Resource Base for Deaf Pupils (Resource Base Support)
Targeted pre- and post-tutoring for GCSE subjects, including literacy and numeracy, with additional
support where appropriate (speech & language therapy, auditory training and mentoring).

Religious Studies (GCSE)

Year 11 completes the second halves of both papers (each 50%). Study of Religion focuses on Christian
and Islamic practices (prayer, worship, festivals, community work). Thematic Studies explores
arguments for/against God’s existence and special/general revelation. Pupils sat mock papers in both
components covering beliefs/teachings/practices and the three ethical themes: Religion & Life; Crime
& Punishment; Human Rights & Social Justice.

Science (GCSE)

Two GCSEs covering Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics listed above. No coursework; pupils
complete required practicals and must plan, carry out and evaluate them, and learn the set Physics
equations.

We are proud of our Year 11 cohort and the commitment they show to their studies. With strong
partnership between school and home, we are confident that pupils can approach their examinations

with resilience and ambition.

If further detail about the curriculum is needed, more information is provided in the subject
curriculum maps found on the school’s website.

Yours faithfully,
N DA D

Nicola Welch
Deputy Headteacher i/c Teaching and Learning



