
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 2024 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Holy Trinity Church in Rayleigh are running a ‘Schools Remembrance Poppy Event’ in order to 
commemorate the Nation’s Annual Remembrance and emphasise resilience by looking at how people 
managed during war time.  As a member of the History Hunters, we would like to invite your 
son/daughter to attend this special event.  The church will be set out in 5 areas, each focusing on a 
different aspect of warfare with a specific theme.  Pupils will engage in a 3-to-5-minute talk with a 
related short activity and time to ask questions.  The areas/ themes are detailed below: 

Area 1:  The Rayleigh World War 1 Memorial Board on the Church’s Internal North wall. 
Theme - Friendship and family - exploring the personal history of a local Rayleigh man who appears 
on the board. 
 
Area 2:  Aircraft of World War 2 – linked to Southend Airfield. 
Theme - Innovation and vigilance – exploring the spitfire that flew out of Southend Airfield. 
 
Area 3:  The history of the Poppy in the Commonwealth. 
Theme - Freedom (price of freedom) and why and how the Nation commemorates using the poppy. 
 
Area 4 :  The Home Front in World War 2. 
Theme - Resourcefulness and fairness - explaining difficulties of rationing and how best to manage. 
 
Area 5:  Edith Cavell’s Story – born and raised in East Anglia. 
Theme - Courage and doing the right thing.  Nurse Cavell treated wounded soldiers from both sides 
without discrimination during World War 1. 
 
This event will take place on Friday, 8th November, from 1.30pm to 2.30pm.  Pupils will be walked up 
from the school to the church and then back again in time for the end of the school day.  There is no 
cost for this event. 

If you are happy for your son/daughter to take part in this event, please return the attached Consent 
Form to the History Department by Friday, 25th October 2024. 

If you have any questions regarding the trip, please feel free to contact me at the school. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Deborah Hemmings 
KS3 History Co-ordinator 
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