
 

 

 

                                                      
1 Under the Children Act 1989, a child is legally defined as ‘looked after’ by a local authority if he or she (a) gets accommodation 
from the local authority for a continuous period of more than 24 hours, (b) is subject to a care order (to put the child into the 
care of the local authority), or (c) is subject to a placement order (to put the child up for adoption). (www.gov.uk) 
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